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Scope
There has always been a genuine interest of 
biologists on biotic interactions as they sha-
pe communities and mediate responses to 
environmental factors. Substantial research 
has recently examined interactions in plant 
communities, uncovering the importance of 
positive interactions and exploring in detail 
the mechanisms by which interactions take 
place, how they control the structure and 
function of communities, and their impli-
cations for changing paradigms of classic 
ecological theory. Research on plant interac-
tions is also establishing links to some of the 
most important current ecological issues, 
including the relationship between biodiversi-
ty and ecosystem function and the impacts of 
global change. It is therefore a suitable time 
to review progress in the field, analyzing the 
wider implications of interspecific interac-
tions for ecosystem functioning, and engage 
the current generation of young scientists in 
moving the field forward. This workshop will 
address the bulk of research carried out in 
the last 10 years on biotic interactions, which 
has led to a tremendous growth in commu-
nity ecology. The goal is to open research to 
new directions and actively develop concep-
tual links with other fields from which re-
search on interactions would profit, such as 
evolutionary ecology or soil sciences. But it 
also goes back to the basics of interactions, 
trying in particular to review knowledge on 
the main functional mechanisms of interac-
tion, their implications for community struc-
ture, and ecosystem services. 

Format of the Workshop
The workshop will bring together 
17 speakers and a maximum of 50 
participants (including speakers). The 
scientific programme will start in the 
morning on Monday, September 22th, and 
will end on Wednesday, September 24th. 
Ample time for informal discussion will 
be reserved. Participants will be invited to 
present a poster.

Venue of the Workshop
The workshop will be held in Baeza, 
at the “Campus Antonio Machado”, 
a XVII century building turned into a 
Conference Centre of the International 
University of Andalusia (UNIA). This site 
includes a recently restored residence, 
where speakers and participants will 
be accommodated. Baeza is a World 
Historic Heritage town, renowned for its 
Reinassance and Gothic buildings.
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Fabio Bulleri. Dept. of Biology. University of 
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